
Eldridge Manor Specter-cle 

Teaser:

• A woman (Jane Kelly) runs down the hallway, somebody is right on her tail; a hand grabs her 

shoulder and spins her around; she screams unrealistically

• Somebody (Jason Vickers) yells "CUT!"; REVEAL: they are a group of understudies practicing their

roles.  

• Jason tells the Jane since she can't act anyway, why doesn't she just go up and fetch the main leads' 

down to review their performance... 

• Jane goes upstairs and a loud scream ensues; the other understudies all run upstairs to find all the 

main leads sitting around the dining room table, with their throats slit. 

Opening Credits: 

ACT I

• Inside the Brownstone, Sherlock gets a phone call from the precinct. Sherlock hangs up the phone 

and asks Joan if she remembers the Eldridge Murders and Joan says: “Yeah, it was one of the cold 

cases you had me study when we first started working together, I had no luck with it, just like you”. 

Sherlock replies: “Well good news then! It isn’t cold anymore, there have been 3 more murders...”

• Sherlock and Joan arrive at crime scene, it’s an old house that looks recently renovated, now with 

yellow tape all over it. Gregsen lets them know that the place had been recently brought by an 

upstart company trying to cash in on the Haunted House aspect of the property by hosting a Murder 

Mystery Weekend. Halloween was supposed to be their grand opening.

• Marcus walks over and says he’s been trying to get the precinct to send over the details of the 

original murders that took place in the house and what about it makes it so haunted? Sherlock begins

explaining that in 1947 that Harold Rankin (a local psychiatrist) and his family were found murdered

in their home with their throats slit. Trouble is; there was no real evidence of an intruder, or of a 

murder/suicide, no struggle, fingerprints or footprints.  Joan chimes in: And if that wasn’t enough, 

over the years (after the place was abandoned), a series of homeless men were also found dead either

inside the house or around the property. Hence: The Eldridge Manor Specter. Sherlock tells the 

detective they’ve studied the case. 

• Inside the house they find one of the understudies (a middle aged woman) being interviewed by an 

officer; Sherlock and Joan approach the other two. Sherlock asks who found the body first, Jane says

she does. Sherlock introduces himself to Jane while Joan walks over to talk to Jason. 

• Sherlock talks to Jane, he asks her whose role she is playing and she replies that she is playing the 

part of Mirriam Rankin, the daughter. He asks her who was originally supposed to be playing the 

part, since that person is now deceased. Jane looks scared; she replies she was understudying for 

Debbie Houseman. Sherlock moves on. 

• Joan asks Jason who he was supposed to be playing and he says he was understudying for Garret 

Jones and they were both playing the part of Harold Rankin, the father. Joan notices that he gave 

more answers than she asked for (and looks a little twitchy), she changes the subject so he doesn’t 

notice that she noticed. She thanks him for his time and walks over to talk to the last understudy 

(Sherlock is walking around the room, taking in the details).

• The last understudy, a middle aged woman, sits on the couch crying, Joan walks up to her and says 

‘sorry for her loss’ and if she could ask her some questions, the woman nods yes. Her name is Penny

Saunders and she was understudying the part of Matilda Rankin (the mother) and that Sandra 

Saunders the woman originally playing the part of Matilda was her sister and that she talked her into 
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the role. Joan comforts her and changes subject; she says she remembers the original case and didn’t 

the Rankin family also have a son? Penny replies yes they did, but he died in the Vietnam War about 

a year before the Eldridge Murders so they didn’t cast the part. She thanks her for her time and 

walks away.

• Sherlock and Joan walk back to Capt. Gregsen and Marcus, they ask them what they think. Joan says

that Penny was Sandra’s sister, so it’s pretty unlikely she had anything to do with the murders. 

Sherlock asks Gregsen what the hosts are saying about the event? He replies, since it is only August 

and assuming we can clear this thing up before Halloween, they plan to go on with the event.  

Sherlock says so that’s motives all around.

• Sherlock says there is media attention all over this thing now, the event was already sold out to begin

with before any of this happened and not to mention the ghostly legends surrounding the Eldridge 

Murders that existed since the 60’s. Anyone from the hosts of the event, to the understudies standing 

before them, could stand to profit from the deaths of the three performers. 

ACT II

• Sherlock sits in the brownstone with pictures of Sandra, Debbie, and Garret under victims; then 

Jason, Jane, Penny, along with two new faces all pinned up on the board (under Suspects). Joan 

walks in and asks why Penny’s picture is up under the suspects list. Sherlock reminds Joan that they 

don’t know what kind of relationship Penny had with Sandra, so as not to rule anyone out. 

• Joan nods along and asks who the other faces are; Sherlock replies that the first man is Lucas Vinetti

the new owner of the old Eldridge House, he’s been doing minor renovations, basically just to keep 

it’s haunted aesthetics, then hired actors to perform a ‘murder mystery weekend’ to turn it from a 

creepy old new York building to a tourist landmark. 

• Joan asks who is the second person, Sherlock replies that would be Benny Morris who happens to 

represent all three of the understudies as their agent. Joan asks what’s the chance that all three of the

understudies would be from the same agency? Sherlock replies apparently all three of the leads were

brought from competing agencies and one lucked out with getting cast as the leads while the latter 

ended up becoming understudies. “And that would put Penny back up on the Suspects list”. Exactly 

replies Sherlock.

• Sherlock and Joan visited the office of Benny Morris first and interrogate, asking him wouldn’t he 

have a lot to gain by getting his actors as leads for the performance. Benny smiles them away by 

pulling out a folder and showing that he owns the parent company for the Leads agency as well as 

the Understudies. And it was simply a personal choice to showcase the new agency that he had just 

brought out. Both sets of actors were getting paid roughly the same by contract and it was only in 

exposure that the leads would be getting a head up, and that was something all concerning parties 

were okay with. 

• Sherlock gets off the phone with Jason, while Joan gets off the phone with Penny and confirm that 

neither of them particularly wanted to stay on in the role for long; it was easy money, all three of the

understudies are stage actors while the leads were new and this was their big break. They were 

wrong about the whole money/fame angle. 

• They get a call from the Precinct that Lucas Vinetti has just voluntarily come in to talk to the police; 

clear his name up since they were looking for him. Gregsen asks Lucas about his relation to the 

Mafia, didn’t he used to be a criminal? And why the sudden interest in purchasing and running an 

old run down building? 

• He replies that was all in his past and he’s a huge fan of ghost stories and the local legends that 

surround the place and thought it would be a fun gig. Plus his daughter loves Halloween. Sherlock 

tries to read the man, he notices the Rolex Watch, expensive shoes and realizes money might not be 

a serious motivator for this man. Although something seems quite off. 
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• Sherlock and Joan leave the precinct and Lucas Vinetti gets picked up by his driver. An older man 

with a shaved head and a strange scar on his hand. 

• Back at the brownstone; Sherlock and Joan are sitting around fresh out of luck, Sherlock comes to a 

mental conclusion; starts taking down the pictures of the Suspects, and starts putting up pictures 

from the Cold Case. Joan asks what he’s doing; Sherlock replies, well we never figured out who 

committed the original cold case and we’ve always assumed that the homeless men killed in the 80’s

were copycat murders feeding off the legend... What if all the murders committed at The Eldridge 

Manor were committed by the same person? We need to take a look at the old files again. 

ACT III

• The wall at the Brownstone is now filled with images of Harold Rankin, his wife Matilda, their son 

Jared and their daughter Mirriam; along with images of homeless men killed in the 80’s, now with 

pictures of Sandra, Jane and Garret. 

• Joan asks what they know about the murder in the 60’s? Sherlock replies that we know on 

Halloween of 67’ the Rankin family did not open their door for trick-or-treating kids. There was no 

sounds of struggle from within and over the next few days when Dr. Rankin didn’t answer his door, 

along with the strange odour from within, the police were called & found the Rankins dead. There 

was no struggle, no footprints, just dead bodies. 

• Over the years, there have been rumours of sounds and activity from within the house & at the time 

it was thought to be vandalizing teens but now everything has to be carefully examined. Then in the 

80’s there were a series of homeless men found dead squatting in the house, or around the property. 

Then the murders stop. But now when someone buys the place, somebody commits murder again, 

once again making it a crime scene; they might not even be aware of the attention they are drawing 

to the place they are trying to keep people away from.

• Joan asks who would have a motive? Sherlock asks what do we know about the son Jared? Joan 

says that we know he wasn’t on good terms with his family and got drafted during the Vietnam War, 

where he died on the battlefield. That’s it. 

• Sherlock studies the pictures further, then moves towards an older family picture, with the children 

still young and more importantly Jared still in the picture. He studies it carefully. Joan asks what is 

it. Sherlock says, what if, he didn’t die? He shows Joan a picture of the family, a teenage Jared with 

a scar on his arm. Sherlock says we need to know everything about that driver.

• They arrive at the Vinetti house, meet Lucy Vinetti and find out that Lucas and his driver went on a 

business trip, that her dad should be back the next day. Sherlock asks what she knows about the 

driver, how long has he been working for her dad. She says that his name is Jared Holloway and he’s

been working for her dad for six months. Sherlock asks what happened to the last driver? Lucy 

replies nobody knows what happened to him. 

• Captain Gregsen asks what’s going on, Sherlock replies, pull up any files you have on Jared 

Holloway, put a tail on Lucas Vinetti and I’ll tell you. 

ACT IV (Climax):

• While the squad car races to New Jersey, Sherlock updates the team on what is going on. As soon as 

he received the military papers for both Jared Rankin and Jared Holloway he began to piece it 

together. Apart from sharing the same first name, the two men also look quite alike. We have to 

assume at some point that J. Rankin murdered his fellow soldier J. Holloway and switched identities

because the Rankin family got a telegram that their son has been murdered on the battlefield; while 

J. Holloway (an orphan) returned back to the states and continued to live his life. What is 

interesting, however is that, there are no records of Holloway being any good as a soldier; in fact 

looking over his military records, it’s a miracle that this mean of all people made it back from 

Vietnam in one piece.
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• Gregsen asks and Rankin? Joan looks up from her papers and says apparently Jared Rankin was 

quite the opposite, he had made a name for himself on the killing field as a skilled soldier with 

expertise in stealth. The Viet-Cong called him “Con Ma” (The Ghost), he left no trail to follow. 

• Marcus says he understands them so far, but even if he came back from the war what was his motive

for killing his family? Joan replies we’d have to ask him; Sherlock retorts that he bets it has 

something to do with familial problems. 

• Gregsen asks him why he thinks that and Sherlock replies, well if you try and profile this type of 

killer, past his initial killings, he returns to his old house and murdered anyone he found living there.

The murders stopped in the 80’s but the vagrants didn’t, so what changed? Maybe he decided to 

stop? Then what changed now? This. Pointing to a picture of Sandra, Garret and Debbie. Three 

people, living in the house, who look like his family. If there ever was a trigger, that would be it. 

• Marcus asks what about Vinetti. Sherlock replies, well presumably he killed the old driver and took 

over to gain access to his old home, I’m sure when he saw the replicas of his family, he couldn’t 

help himself to them first but there is no way he involved himself in Vinetti’s life directly unless he 

has plans for him. 

• The squad arrives at the New Jersey house to finds Holloway holding Vinetti at gunpoint. The 

officers tell Jared to turn around and he begins firing almost immediately; he gets gunned down in a 

hail of gunfire. Vinetti looks confused as hell and asks what the hell is going on?

• Back at the Brownstone sits watching an old Super 8 in the dark, Joan walks in and asks him what 

he is doing. Sherlock replies that he is watching ‘The Devil’s Castle’ what some consider to be the 

first horror film. Joan asks hasn’t he had enough spooky cases for a while? Sherlock replies we just 

cleared a 60 year old cold case where people thought ghosts did it. He prefers watching the film 

within the safe knowledge that ghosts didn’t do it. Joan sits down and shares his popcorn. END.
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