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TEASER:

INT. ELDRIDGE MANOR - BASEMENT - NIGHTTIME

JANE KELLY is moving quickly down a hallway, someone is

right on her tail.

A hand grabs her shoulder spinning her around, she screams-

UNKNOWN VOICE (O.C.)

(yells)

-Bravo! What a performance!

on JASON VICKERS as he moves INTO FRAME, the hands belong to

him.

Jane returns to her usual demeanor, plucking his hands off

her shoulder.

JANE KELLY

(rhetorically)

So, was that good enough?

Pull back to reveal it’s just the two of them in the room.

JASON VICKERS

Babe! That take was great, I loved

it! I moved some scenes around, cut

out the brother, added some pizzazz

while you were busy with your other

performance, what was it... uh...

Curious George or sum’n?

JANE KELLY

(rolling her eyes)

How the hell are you even the

director?

(beat)

It was an off-Broadway performance

of Sunday in the Park with George.

I was Dot!

She turns away in a huff and goes for the stairs. Jason just

stands watching her ass go up the stairs.

JASON VICKERS

I guess that’s a wrap...

You can hear Jane in the distance calling for a ’Debbie’-
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JASON VICKERS

...Broad didn’t even comment on my

new killer ending.

- the calls in the distance, getting more distant...

Followed by a SCREAM; more realistic than the last one, much

more so that it has Jason up the stairs in a FLASH.

INT. ELDRIDGE MANOR - MAIN FLOOR HALL/DINING ROOM - CONTIN.

LIGHTNING flashes across the dining hall as Jason appears up

the basement door. A SHADOWY FIGURE looms atop the stairs...

Jason follows the screams to the dining room, as Jane is

walking out, still screaming; her hands covered in blood.

Jason dashes past her into the dining hall, instinctively he

steps back IN HORROR.

Two of the actors, GARRET SAUNDERS and SANDRA WILKINSON are

sitting around the dining room table, eyes wide open, slit

throats, blood pooling into their plates. GHOULISH and looks

very much staged.

DEBBIE SMITH, Jane’s friend lies on the ground, also very

much dead.

Her body’s been touched, Jason looks back at Jane, at her

blood covered hands. This doesn’t look good.

JANE KELLY

(crying)

I needed to check her pulse...

Jason picks up his phone, his hands are shaking-

JASON VICKERS

(under his breath...)

Cops... just what I need...

-as he dials-

JASON VICKERS

-...Hello. 911?

END OF TEASER:

Opening Credits:
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INT. BROWNSTONE - LIVING ROOM - AN HOUR LATER...

SHERLOCK HOLMES is facing the walls in the BROWNSTONE busy

re-arranging his books. JOAN WATSON walks in, looks at what

he’s doing, asks

JOAN

Didn’t Mrs. Hudson JUST come by and

clean the place up?

SHERLOCK

(still facing the

books)

I rather feel that she

might have gone through

another breakup.

JOAN

What does-

SHERLOCK

-The arrangement, Watson. It’s no

longer Hard Sciences descending

clockwise in order of Academic

Rigor. Everything’s mucked about --

Shelly next to Hawking, really...

Sherlock continues arranging the books to his preference.

JOAN

(rolls her eyes)

I can’t even imagine...

JOAN

Anyways I hope Mrs. Hudson is

alright.

(beat)

Did you even ask her about the

breakup?

SHERLOCK

I did not. She’s a big girl, she’ll

be fine -- In fact I believe this

disarray of symmetry was mayhap a

therapeutic expenditure for her.

Joan gives Sherlock an exasperated look -- before she can

interject his phone rings. Sherlock instinctively snaps it

up.

SHERLOCK

Morning Capt’n Gregson...

(beat)

Mmm-hmm,mmm-hmm, well alright then.

See you soon.
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Sherlock puts his phone away and goes back to arranging his

books.

Joan waits a beat before asking-

JOAN

-Well?

SHERLOCK

Do you remember the Eldridge

Murders?

JOAN

(beat)

Yeah... That’s one of the cold

cases you had me go over when I

started. I had no luck with it,

neither did you if I remember

correctly.

SHERLOCK

(finally turning around)

Well, good news then! It isn’t cold

anymore, there’s been three more

murders.

EXT. ELDRIDGE MANOR - CRIME SCENE - DAYTIME - LATER

Sherlock and Joan exit out of a Taxi Cab. Sherlock heads

right for the crime scene leaving Joan behind to deal with

the cabbie.

Sherlock ducks under a police tape -- the other officers pay

him no mind -- and goes right up to CAPTAIN TOMMY GREGSON.

SHERLOCK

So what’s the damage?

CAPT. GREGSON

3 bodies inside. Two Witnesses...

after the matter. Which does us no

good in finding the culprit...

DETECTIVE MARCUS BELL exits out of the building, walks up to

Sherlock and the Captain just as Joan joins them as well.

DET. MARCUS BELL

(shaking his head)

It’s a mess in there. The surviving

actress and the director are pretty

shook up.
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SHERLOCK

Did anyone mention a ghost?

DET. MARCUS BELL

(weird-ed out)

As a matter of fact, yeah. How did

you know?

JOAN

It’s one of the cold cases Sherlock

had me study when I joined the

team. The Eldridge Murders.

SHERLOCK

(chiming in)

In 1972 Psychiatrist Dr. Harold

Eldridge, his wife Matilda and

their daughter Mirriam were found

with their throats slit-

Marcus gives Gregson a look -- are you kidding me?

SHERLOCK

-trouble was there was no real

evidence of an intruder, or a

murder/suicide, no struggle,

fingerprints or footprints. Thus a

ghostly legend ensued the case as

well as the house. Not to mention-

Sherlock turns and looks at Joan.

JOAN

-If all that wasn’t enough, three

homeless men were found dead in or

around the property; specifically

every 10 years. And that leads to

the legend of the Eldridge Manor

Specter. The ghost that kills every

10 years...

SHERLOCK

(unconvinced)

Or as I posted on The Eldridge

Manor’s Ghostly Blog it’s also

typical Serial Killer behavior.

Joan nudges Sherlock and points towards a HEAVYSET MAN

standing outside his expensive limousine smoking a cigar.

Next to him is his CHAUFFER.
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JOAN

You know who that is? That’s Lucas

Vinetti, an ex-enforcer of the

Bonnanno family. What’s he doing

here?

CAPT. GREGSON

Well, Lucas there, not so subtly

made the move to real estate after

most of his ’colleagues’ were

arrested. -- Anyways he owns this

place. Brought it when it finally

went up for auction and get this;

he’s hired actors to do a murder

mystery weekend re-playing the

Eldridge murders and the legend.

It’s too bad there’s no living

relatives, this sob cashing in on

the deaths.

SHERLOCK

You’ve got to respect the

entrepeneurship. Definitely

thinking outside the box for a

mafioso.

CAPT. GREGSON

There’s stories about that guy.

(turning to Joan)

Anyways how’d you know who that

was?

SHERLOCK

Watson and her knowledge of the

Mafia. It’s ’a thing’.

Det. Bell finishes talking to one of the detectives then

turns around and signals Sherlock.

DET. MARCUS BELL

Well I just talked to CSU and they

can’t find any point of intrusion

-- Didn’t you say the Eldridges

were found with their throats slit?

--

CUT TO:
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INT. ELDRIDGE MANOR - DINING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

The macabre display of the two dead actors still posed

around the dining room table. The third actress is lying on

the ground CSU is taking crime scene photos. A camera

flashes.

Images FLASHES before Sherlock’s eyes. The Eldridge family

crime scene photos. Same room. Looks identical.

Sherlock, Joan and Bell stand outside the doorway. Sherlock

looks intrigued.

DET. MARCUS BELL

-- there were no footprints or

fingerprints other than from the

victims -- we got EMT’s on hand but

if you can spot anything we didn’t,

room’s all yours.

Sherlock takes out a pair of latex gloves puts them on and

enters the crime scene. Joan follows in suit.

Sherlock pauses over the mantle where there are pictures of

the real Eldridge Family. There’s HAROLD Eldridge, his wife

MATILDA, their daughter MIRRIAM and a BOY.

SHERLOCK

Did the Eldridges have a boy?

JOAN

Yeah, they did, you forgot? Jared

Eldridge, he was killed in the war.

DET. MARCUS BELL

Yeah, the director Jason says he

found that out late and had to

re-do the scenes and ’that’s why’

he was downstairs with Jane.

Sherlock walks up to the bodies of Garret and Sandra while

Joan pauses and takes a look at Debbie.

JOAN

(turning to Marcus)

Her body’s been moved.

DET. MARCUS BELL

(looking at his notes)

Yeah, that was the other surviving

victim -- Jane Kelly -- she tried

to check for pulse. Poor girl’s

pretty shook up, I get now why she

cried ghost.
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SHERLOCK

Yes. These bodies have been posed

identically to that of the Eldridge

Family. So we do either have a

ghost or --

JOAN

-- we’ve got a Serial Killer on our

hands.

INT. ELDRIDGE MANOR - MAIN FLOOR HALL - CONTINUOUS

Jason Vickers and Jane Kelly are sitting in the hallway

being interviewed by DETECTIVES.

Sherlock, Joan and Det. Bell exit out the dining room and

head towards Jason and Jane. The other DETECTIVES move away.

Sherlock heads up to Jane, asks--

SHERLOCK

--You were the one who checked your

friend for a pulse?--

Jane looks scared. She nods. More to re-assure herself.

SHERLOCK

--So you were the first one in the

room? Did you notice anything? Any

little detail that was wrong?--

JANE KELLY

--No. It was set up like in our

act. Except... you know for real...

DET. MARCUS BELL

So you guys had a scene that looked

like exactly like the 72’ murder?

SHERLOCK

They would’ve had to if they were

trying to re-create the demise of

the Eldridge Family.

(turning to Jane)

I had tickets you know, for the

show, it was a curious case and I

thought it’d make for good theatre.

(turning to Joan)

I had got tickets for you as well,

shame it’s all gone to waste, now--

(turning back to Jane)

--What role were you playing in the

show?
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JANE KELLY

I was playing the role of Mirriam

Eldridge. The Daughter. Debbie was

just taking over my part while I

was gone doing another performance.

SHERLOCK

(turning to Jason)

And you Mr. Vickers, did you notice

anything, askew?

JASON VICKERS

(fidgeting)

Um... Yeah I saw ’something’...

Joan puts a hand on the frightened man’s shoulder.

JOAN

(more sympathetic)

What did you see Mr. Vickers?

JASON VICKERS

(pointing up the

stairwell)

I’m not sure, but um as I

was running to the dining

hall, I saw a shadow on top

of the stairs there--

SHERLOCK

Just a shadow? No body?

JASON VICKERS

--Um...yeah, something like that.

It could’ve been a trick of the eye

mind you, but if it’s important to

the case--

SHERLOCK

Mmm-hmm, tell me Mr. Vickers, are

you an enthusaist of Ghosts or

Spirits? And by the latter I mean

have you had a drink, sir?

JASON VICKERS

What? Yeah, one or two pegs, I was

shook up and no I don’t believe in

ghosts or nuthin’

DET. MARCUS BELL

Or are you just trying to feed us

the ghost story because you’ve got

a criminal record and you’re trying

to cover something up here?
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JASON VICKERS

--What? No man! I just told you

what I saw. I’m done talking. I

want my lawyer.


